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Biatorus na tamach ,Swiata” w latach 1918-1919

benapyce Ha cmapoHKax wmomeloHésika,Ceem”y nepbigd 1918-1919

Abstract

The purpose of the article is to trace the presence of Belarusian issues on the pages of
the Warsaw weekly “Swiat” [The World] in 1918-1919. Content analysis of the publications
showed that the editors of the widely read weekly did not decide to clearly determine
their stance on the future of Belarus. The periodical developed a strategy of including the
Belarusian issue in a Polish-centric discourse, which emphasized Poland's cultural maturity
and the importance of Polish arms in the struggle against the Bolsheviks, who were seeking
to take over Belarusian lands.
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Abstrakt

Celem artykulu jest przesledzenie obecnosci problematyki biatoruskiej na famach warszaw-
skiego tygodnika w latach 1918-1919. Analiza publikacji wykazata, iz redakcja poczytnego
pisma nie zdecydowatla si¢ na jednoznaczne okreslenie wlasnego stanowiska wobec przysztosci
Biatorusi. Periodyk wypracowat strategi¢ polegajaca na wlaczaniu kwestii biatoruskiej w po-
lonocentryczny dyskurs, w ktorym eksponowano kulturowa dojrzato$¢ Polski oraz znaczenie
polskiego orgza w walce z dazacymi do przejecia ziem biatoruskich bolszewikami.

Slowa kluczowe: Biatoru$, “Swiat”, polonocentryzm, strategia
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AHaTanbis

Mbpraii apThiKyia 3’ synsenna aris) Oeaapyckail mpabaeMarbiKi Ha CTApOHKaX BapllaycKara
mroTblAHEBIKA ,,CBeT” y mepblsan 1918—1919 rr. Anaini3 apThiKynay BbIBIY, IITO PINAKIIbI
HamyJsipHara gacorrica He BeIpallIbuiacs aHa3HauyHa aKpICIilb YIACHYIO Ma3ilbIio ¥ aHOCIHAX
Ja OynyusiHi benapyci. Crparasrisii mepblsibluHara BbLIAHHS cTaja crpoba pasnisaalb
Oenmapyckyio IpabieMaThIKy ¥ Mexax IbICKypca, y SKIM ayTapbl mpa3 mpbiMy [lomsnrdsr
1 mansikay pasBaskaii mpa cycenssy. [lagkpaciiBaini ¥3poBeHb KyIbTypHAra pa3Binis [lomsnrdsr
1 3HAUPHHE MOJIbCKal y30poeHHai OapaibObl cymnpailb OalblIaBiKOy, sSKis IMKHYJIICS 3aHSIb
Oenapyckist 3emiti.

Kniouasbisi ¢10BbI: benapycs, ,,CBeT”, NOIbCKALPHTPBIUHBI IOIVIS], CTPATALL

»Potega rzeczywistosci przelewa si¢ dzi§ poza ptytkie brzegi pucharow naszej
duszy. Nikt z nas nie jest w stanie pomie$ci¢ w swej swiadomosci i w swej pamieci
tego, co dzien przynosi. Pisma nie mogg objac¢ kolosalnego materiatu, jaki leje si¢ ze
zrédia telegrafu, niby z rynny, napelnionej woda burzowa. Rzadkim byl w roku tym
dzien, ktéry by nie przyniost wielkiej sensacji. Rzadki tydzien, ktory by nie zaznaczyt
jakiego$ zwroty w fali wypadkow dziejowych™ (Wierzynek, 1918, 1). This is how,
on the threshold of 1918, the editors of the Warsaw-based periodical “Swiat” (“The
World”) described the times in which their readers lived their lives. The coming months
were to be a period of dynamic change as well, change which, although anticipated,
surprised with its intensity and multidimensionality.

Press commentary, especially that offered by weeklies, aiming to shape the readers’
opinion in accordance with the informational strategy adopted by the editorial staff,
helped to contain the chaos of reality. In the case of reports regarding the broadly
understood Belarus, in the years 1918-1919 this was not an easy task. Especially
so if we take into account the pace at which the situation in the country making its
way to independence was changing: in February 1918 the Executive Committee of
the First All-Belarusian Congress Council declared itself the supreme public authority
and appointed the first government, led by Jazep Varonka, which would operate for
only 5 days (Ludowy Sekretariat Biatorusi; Szybieka, 2002, p. 212); a month later
(on 9" March 1918) the Executive Committee of the First All-Belarusian Congress
announced the formation of the Belarusian People's Republic; on 25" March the
Rada of the Belarusian Democratic Republic announced Belarus’s independence (cf.
Mironowicz, 1999, p. 28; Tarasiuk, 2010a, p. 183—186; Tarasiuk, 2010b, p. 152-163);

' “Now the power of reality overflows the shallow walls of the goblet of our soul. None of us is

capable of containing what the day brings within their consciousness and their memory. Periodi-
cals cannot accommodate the colossal amount of material that pours from that source that is the
telegraph, as if from a water-filled gutter after the storm. Throughout this year, it was a rarity to
witness a day which would not bring any sensation. It was a rarity to witness a week which would
not mark some turn in the stream of historic events.’
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on 17" November 1918 the Red Army assumed the offensive against Minsk Belarus (on
10" December 1918 Russians took over Minsk); on 1 January 1919 the Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic was proclaimed (Gtogowska, 1996, p. 35); on 3™ February
the Congress of Radas established a federal unit of the country with the Russian Soviet
Federative Socialist Republic and announced the constitution of the BSSR; in February
1919 the Belarusian lands were captured by the Red Army (Mironowicz, 1999, p. 42—
43) and a period of Polish-Soviet fighting began (before September 1919 most of those
lands were under Polish control; Mironowicz, 1999, p. 44); and in December 1919
Belarusians were represented by two governments operating in Minsk (Mironowicz,
1999, p. 48)*.

The political situation also overlapped with the Polish ressentiments and
expectations related to the issue of to which country did the Kresy belong. In this case,
an important role in the process of informing and shaping the readers’ opinion was
played by the popular trusted periodicals which had been developing their authority
already before the outbreak of the Great War. One of such magazines was the weekly
“Swiat” founded by Stanistaw Krzywoszewski in 1906. Targeted mainly at readers
from the middle intelligentsia and avoiding unambiguous political declarations, the
weekly fit in the category of the so-called illustrated magazines. Competing with
“Tygodnik Ilustrowany” (“The Illustrated Weekly™), the periodical offered its readers
overviews of the news in the form of news bulletins and illustrations, as well as articles
on current subjects, thanks to which it “byt pismem [...] zwigzanym z réznorodnymi
przejawami zycia politycznego i spotecznego kraju’ (Paczkowski, 1980, p. 279).

The editorial staff, interested in the present day, endeavoured to give their numerous
readers a sense of the current events and issues*, therefore mentions of the Belarusian
problem could not fail to appear in the pages of the periodical either. An analysis of the
content of issues published in the years 1918-1919 shows that the magazine worked
out a consistently executed strategy of informing its readers about the events playing
out in the Belarusian lands.

A look into the contents of the Most important events of the past week section
alone allows to initially reconstruct the way in which content concerning White Rus’

December 1919 marks the end ,,nadziei na rozwiazanie problemoéw biatoruskich za pomoca Pol-
ski” (“of the hope to solve the Belarusian problems by means of Poland’).

* ‘was a magazine ... connected to various manifestations of the political and social life of the
country’.

Working with journalists who represented a variety of persuasions, secured “Swiat” a large audi-
ence (which is indicated by the circulation of around 10 000 issues). As Maria Brykalska writes,
“stanowisko pisma w kwestiach politycznych i spotecznych bylo na tyle elastyczne, ze stwarzato
miejsce zarowno dla orientacji liberalno-inteligenckiej, jak i postaw «mtodokonserwatywnego»
ziemianstwa oraz $redniej warstwy finansowo-przemystowej” (‘the periodical’s position in on
political and social questions was flexible enough to give room both to the liberal-intelligentsia
persuasion and to the attitudes of the “young-conservative” landed gentry and the middle finan-
cial-industrial class’ (Brykalska, 1996, p. 1070).

Belarusian Studies 16/2022



Pobrane z czasopisma Studia Bia?orutenistyczne http://bialor utenistyka.umcs.pl
Data: 11/01/2026 10:54:56

14 Monika Gabrys-Stawirska

was presented. The column, introduced at the beginning of 1918, was to give the
readers a sense of the most essential facts in regard to the Polish home and foreign
policy, the international situation, military action, social, cultural, and economic
issues, etc. The Belarusians’ pursuit to form their own statehood appears sporadically
in this segment®. The year 1918 will bring just one such piece of information — in
the issue 12 (of 23 March) appears a note: “Rada biatoruska zwroécita sie do rzadu
niemieckiego o pomoc w budowie samodzielnego panstwa biatoruskiego; otrzymata
odmowe”® (Najwazniejsze, 1918, 12, p. 8). The laconic statement was supplemented
by a comment published as part of the reports from Poland, informing that professor
Hans Delbriick postulated to “return Belarus to Poland” in the name of “good relations
between Poland and Germany” (Najwazniejsze, 1918, 12, p. 8) and by a piece of
information about the significant rise in the number of Poles in Minsk’. The comparison
of the three notes suggests a way of profiling statements about the Belarus which
was preferred by the editors — that is, placing them within the Polish discourse which
disregarded the issue of the Belarusian independence and emphasised the connection
to Poland. In accordance with this model of presenting issues related to Belarus, in
September the editors will also publish a piece of news informing that “Biatorusini
katoliccy wydali odezwe z piosnka o Kosciuszce, konczacg sie tak: «Budiet wolno$¢
prawdziwoja, Da$¢ nam jeje Polszcz $wiatoja»™® (Najwazniejsze, 1918, 38, p. 7), and
at the beginning of December a note from which it follows that “28 listopada zjawili
sie¢ w Warszawie przedstawiciele Grodzienszczyzny z projektem utworzenia stanéw
polsko-litewsko-biatoruskich™ (Najwazniejsze, 1918, 49, p. 11). Moreover, while
writing about the events related to Belarus and the Belarusians, the editorial staff will
use the metaphorical formula “the Eastern wall”, treating Poland as a significant point
of reference, and at the same time avoiding terms pointing to the Belarusian context'®.

A change in this situation will come in 1919, along with the intensification of
the military action on the Lithuanian-Belarusian front. The Most important events
of the past week section will then begin to feature news about the consecutive

> Information pertaining to the Ukrainians’ pursuit of independence, the process of the autonomis-

ing of Lithuania, or the situation of Spi§ and Orava will be published significantly more often.

‘The Belarusian Rada sought help from the German government in building an independent Be-

larusian country; it was denied’

It should be remembered that Warsaw was at that time in the sphere of German influence, hence

the reference to Delbriick.

‘the Catholic Belarusians released a proclamation with a song about Kosciuszko, which ends thus:

“Budiet wolno$¢ prawdziwoja, Das¢ nam jeje Polszcz Swiatoja™

‘on the 28" of November representatives from Grodzienszczyzna came to Warsaw with a project

of founding Polish-Lithuanian-Belarusian states’

10" Cf. e.g. the note from issue 40 (1918) (p. 7) where the periodical informs that, in fear of the Bol-
sheviks, “ludno$¢ polska, biatoruska i inteligencja rosyjska” (‘the Polish and Belarusian people as
well as the Russian intelligentsia’) flee West, and the entry from issue 43 (1918) (p. 6) where it is
reported that “w opuszczonych powiatach na wschod od Berezyny bolszewicy mordujg Polakow”
(‘in abandoned powiats to the east of Berezina, the Bolsheviks are murdering the Poles’).

Studia Biaforutenistyczne 16/2022



Pobrane z czasopisma Studia Bia?orutenistyczne http://bialor utenistyka.umcs.pl
Data: 11/01/2026 10:54:56

Belarus on the Pages of the Weekly “Swiat” in the Period 1918-1919 15

successes of the Polish forces. Initially, those reports take on the form of a short
note informing about the state of affairs''; later on, however, the strictly informative
entries begin to be accompanied by news whose function is persuasive'> — showing
the Polish dominance over the Bolsheviks. The periodical supplements the notes
with comments from which it follows that the Bolsheviks “zostali odparci z duzymi
stratami w ludziach i amunicji” (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 32, p.11), “koncentrujg rozbite
sity” (Najwazniejsze, 1919, p. 11), lost “500 ludzi w jencach, 2 dziata, kilkanascie
kulomiotéw” in a skirmish (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 36, p. 11), suffered vast losses
(Najwazniejsze, 1919, 4048, p. 19), while the Polish forces “$cigaja cofajacego
si¢ nieprzyjaciela i zabieraja ogromne tupy” (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 33, p. 11), took
“kilkuset jencow i wielkie tupy w materiale wojennym” (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 38,
p. 15), took “do niewoli 47 oficerow, 3891 zotnierzy, zdobyto 11 armat, 72 kulomioty
i ogromng ilo$¢ amunicji i materiatdw wojennych” (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 39, p. 14),
are taking “jencow i tupy” (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 50, p. 17; Najwazniejsze, 1919, 51,
p. 17), are taking “300 jencow” (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 39, p. 14), seized spoils in the
shape of “2 pociggéw pancernych, 7 lokomotyw, 130 wagondw, 7 dziat, 20 karabinow
maszynowych, [...] 40 oficerow i 900 Zotnierzy” (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 35, p. 12)%3.

Cf. e.g. notes from issue 10 (1919) (“Wojska polskie dn. 26 lutego stanely na linii Niemna” [‘The
Polish troops arrived at the shoreline of the Niemen on 26" February’], p. 11), issue 12 (“Wojska
polskie na Biatorusi dn. 17 b.m. dotarty do linii Dzigciol-Wysock-Polonka” [‘The Polish troops
in Belarus on the 17" day of this month reached the line Dzigciot-Wysock-Polonka’], p. 15), issue
30 (1919) (“Na froncie litewsko-biatoruskim walki i potyczki trwaja dalej. Szczegolnie gwal-
townie walczono na zachdd i pétnoc od Radoszkowicz” [‘On the Lithuanian-Belarusian front the
fighting and skirmishes continue. The fighting was especially vehement to the West and North of
Radaskovicy’], p. 11).

12 Informational entries appear for instance in issue 33 (1919) (“Wojska polskie zajety Minsk. Takze
Stuck i Nieswiez sg juz od paru dni w polskim reku” [“The Polish troops seized Minsk. Slutsk and
Nesvizh have been under Polish control for the past couple of days as well’], p. 11), issue 35 (1919)
(“Na froncie litewsko-biatoruskim wojska polskie zajety linie Berezyna-Czernica-Jasienowicze
oraz lini¢ Starynki-Jasien-Scimonowicze” [‘On the Lithuanian-Belarusian front the Polish troops
seized the line Berezina-Czernica-Jasienowicze and Starynki-Jasien-Scimonowicze’], p. 11).

‘were forced back with large human and ammunition losses’ (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 32, p. 11), ‘are
gathering the defeated forces’ (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 34, p. 11), lost ‘500 people taken prisoners,
2 cannon, more than ten machine guns’ in a skirmish (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 36, p. 11), suffered
vast losses (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 4048, p. 19), while the Polish forces ‘are pursuing the retreating
enemy and seizing enormous spoils’ (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 33, p. 11), took ‘several hundred pris-
oners and immense spoils in war matériel” (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 38, p. 15), ‘captured 47 officers,
3891 soldiers, seized 11 cannon, 72 machine guns, and an enormous amount of ammunition and
war matériel’ (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 39, p. 14), are taking ‘prisoners and spoils’ (Najwazniejsze,
1919, 50, p. 17; Najwazniejsze, 1919, 51, p. 17), are taking ‘300 prisoners’ (Najwazniejsze, 1919,
39, p. 14), seized spoils in the shape of ‘2 armoured trains, 7 locomotives, 130 wagons, 7 cannon,
20 machine guns, ... 40 officers, and 900 soldiers’ (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 35, p. 12). It is worth
mentioning that the infamous execution by firing squad of 30 Jewish people in Pinsk (on 5" April
1919) was also presented as an act aimed against the Bolsheviks (Najwazniejsze, 19, p. 16).
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The editorial staff, being in favour of incorporating the Belarusian lands to Poland,
will also feature information confirming the Polish involvement on those territories in
the news. The readers will have the opportunity to learn about, among other things, the
announcement on 18" February 1919 of the decree appointing Ludwik Kolankowski
to the position of the General Civil Commissioner of the Civil Administration of the
Eastern Lands whose task was to handle the affairs of the civilian population on the
territories of Lithuania and White Rus’ that were being seized by the Polish forces
(Najwazniejsze, 1919, 9, p. 7) or the enthusiastic welcome given by the people of
Grodzienszczyzna upon the entry of the Polish troops in April 1919 (Najwazniejsze,
1919, 19, p. 11)™. The editors will also note the presence of the Belarusian question in
the debate of the Sejm which flared up as a reaction to Jozef Pilsudski’s proclamation
of 22" April 1919 directed to the inhabitants of the former Grand Duchy of Lithuania.
Not going into the details, he remarks that although the representatives of the Right
wanted “ziemie te inkorporowac drogg militarng”'® (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 21, p. 11),
eventually the federative proposition of the Chief of State was accepted by the Sejm
majority. Importantly, the editors clearly show that it concerned not only the relations
with Lithuania but also with Belarus'®.

The tendency apparent in the news bulletin — to situate the Belarusian lands within
the framework of the Polish discourse — is confirmed by the feature articles published
in the periodical. An example of a statement profiled in this manner is the article by
Lestaw Juliusz Stoboda (born Lestaw Juliusz Chlebek) Polska kolonizacja po wojnie
(Polish Colonisation After the War) (Stoboda, 1918, 41, p. 2—4) published in October
1918. Using the statistical data taken from the works of Piotr Leliwa (specifically
O ziemig dla chiopow. Glos w sprawie rolnej [For Land for the Peasants. A Voice
in the Agricultural Question], Warsaw—Krakoéw (Leliwa, 1918, p. 21) and Pawet
Sosnowski (Geografia polski w dawnych granicach [The Geography of Poland within

Reporting the retreat of the Germans from Grodzienszczyzna, the editors name the date 28" April
1919 — on that day, the Polish troops entered Grodno, where they were welcomed with enthusi-
asm. The editors made a significant generalisation by extending this joy at the Polish presence
onto the entire region. This will prove important since in the same issue, there appears an entry
about the shape of the Polish Eastern border. Quoting the words of the French Minister of Foreign
Affairs Stephen Pichon (‘Seize that which is your property’) (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 19, p. 12),
“Swiat” indicated that it was the Polish soldiers who decided about the shape of the disputed
border — the joy of the local citizens made the validity of such a solution legitimate.

‘to incorporate those lands by way of military action’

This is emphasised both in the content of the two notes on the discussion of the proclamation
and in the title of one of them (Sprawa Litwy i Biatej Rusi [The Question of Lithuania and White
Rus’]), (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 20, p. 11). An answer to the idea of a federation will appear in is-
sue 36 where the editors will inform the readers: “Delegacja biatoruska w Minsku oswiadczyta:
,Niepodlegta i niepodzielna” Biatoru§ ma pozostawa¢ w zwiazku federacyjnym lub utworzy¢
uni¢ z Polskg na zasadzie ,,wolni z wolnymi” (‘the Belarusian delegation in Minsk announced:
The ‘independent and indivisible” Belarus is to remain in a federal unit or form a union with
Poland on the basis of the idea “the free with the free”’) (Najwazniejsze, 1919, 36, p. 11).
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the Former Borders], Warsaw 1918), the journalist proves that it is precisely the
eastern direction that is best in the context of planning a rational distribution of the
Polish population. From the cited figures it clearly follows that it is, among others, the
Belarusian lands (specifically the Grodno and Vitebsk Governorates) that would be the
best territories for future colonisation activities, both due to the low population and the
current assets confirmed by the “bardzo wielki procent ludnosci rzymsko-katolickiej
polskiej”!” (Stoboda, 1918, p. 3). Putting aside the question of making an unequivocal
statement on the topic of to what country do those lands belong, the journalist says:
“Nie wchodzimy w jakim stopniu beda staty te prowincje do przysztego panstwa
polskiego, sadzimy jednak, ze gdyby nie nalezaty nawet do kompleksu panstwa
polskiego, to odpowiednimi konwencjami i traktatami polityczno-gospodarczymi
bedziemy si¢ mogli nie tylko zwolni¢ od nadmiaru ludno$ci Kongresowki [...], ale
i co wigcej zachowac t¢ ludno$é za pomoca szkot i towarzystw kulturalnych dla
ducha i idei polskiej”'® (Stoboda, 1918, p. 3). At the same time, the author designs
a programme of maintaining a steady relationship with the mother country by founding
schools and cultural societies. Although in the piece the Eastern question is linked
to the issue of oversea economic emigration, it is difficult to resist the impression
that the journalist meant first of all to appropriately shed the light on the problem of
the Kresy lands, and especially the Belarusian lands which are emphasised among
those enumerated. For it is not without reason that there appears in the piece a quote
reminding about the civilisational and cultural influence of the Polish settlement in the
East, or the declaration: “Panstwa upadaja, ale sity ducha i zdobytych krajow ptugiem
i cywilizacja nikt nie zniszczy”"’ (Stoboda, 1918, p. 4)%.

In line with the programme thus delineated, the editorial staff of “Swiat” will
publish news pertaining to the development of the Polish education in the Belarusian
lands. Even before the publication of Sloboda’s article in the Warsaw-based weekly,
the piece Szkola Realna w Minsku Litewskim [The Realschule in the Lithuanian
Minsk] was printed and introduced the readers to a new educational establishment
— the Tadeusz Reytan’s Realschule, founded in 1917. The establishment, which was

‘very large percent of the Roman-Catholic Polish population’

18 “Let us not go into in what degree will those provinces stand in relation to the future Polish state,
let us presume, however, that even if they do not belong to the Polish state compound, by way
of suitable conventions and political-economic treaties we will be able to not only free ourselves
from the surplus of population in Congress Poland ... but, moreover, keep that population by
means of schools and cultural societies for the Polish spirit and idea’

19 “Nations fall, but the power of spirit and the countries conquered with a plough and with civilisa-

tion no one will destroy’

In the conclusion the following statement will also appear: “nardéd polski musi skierowaé swoj

wzrok i interes ku krajom ukrainnym Polski i ku koloniom zamorskim i utrzymac¢ je dla kultury

i cywilizacji polskiej” (‘the Polish nation must turn its gaze towards the Ukrainian Polish coun-

tries and the oversea colonies and preserve them for the Polish culture and civilisation’) (Stoboda,

1918, p. 4). Considering the fact that the regenerating nation did not have any oversea colonies,

their mention should be regarded as a figure of speech.

20
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created within just a year thanks to the financial support of count Antoni Broel-Plater,
appears as an instruction meant to propagate Polishness: “7-klasowa szkota realna,
ktéra bedzie nadto posiadata klase wstepng i podwstepna, a to w celu ujgcia pod polski
kierunek mozliwie najmtodszych dzieci, dotychczas pozbawionych odpowiedniego
ksztatcenia si¢ w jezyku ojczystym. Szkota ta nazwang zostala imieniem wielkiego
patrioty Tadeusza Rejtana, jako mieszkanca ziemi minskiej, tu urodzonego i tu
(w Lachowiczach) pochowanego. Nazwa ta wskazuje zarazem na kierunek narodowy,
jaki nowopowstajaca szkota u siebie zastosuje”' (Szkota realna, 1918, 36, p. 6).
The editors do not stop at reporting the founding of the school but also point out
that the educational establishment has a skilled teaching staff — the headmaster of the
school was the experienced teacher Stanistaw Wyrzykowski, and the superintendent —
one of the authors of the idea, the geography and cosmography teacher Wtodzimierz
Dworzaczek who worked with other all-boys schools as well. Emphasising the
establishment’s potential and the need for a Polish school in Minszczyzna felt by the
society, the editors confirm the legitimacy of placing the Belarusian question within
the Polish discourse®.

In accordance with the postulate for a civilisational and cultural colonisation of
the Eastern lands marked in Sloboda’s piece, in 1919 “Swiat” will publish an article
attesting to the Polish achievements in this area. Considering the Kresy territories
as a complex issue, the editors will not dedicate a separate piece to the Belarusian
lands. While avoiding writing about Belarus as such, the editorial staff will, however,
specify what territories are in question and remind about the Polish achievements
in Mohylewszczyzna and Grodzienszczyzna when informing about the situation in
the Kresy. Thus, among the articles published in the periodical will be, for instance,
a study reminding that it was Polish owners from the Mogilev Governorate who in
1859 planned to “dobrowolnie zrzec si¢ praw swych nad poddanym™? (Obst, 1919, 12,
p. 7). The review study Kultura polska na Kresach [Polish Culture in the Kresy] will
feature a list of cultural institutions founded in the Belarusian lands towards the end of

2l ‘the Realschule comprising of 7 grades, which will moreover feature an introductory and a sub-

introductory grade, this in order to take under the wing of the Polish direction the youngest chil-
dren possible who were hitherto deprived of proper education in the mother tongue. The school
was named after the great patriot Tadeusz Rejtan, a resident of the Minsk land, born here and here
(in LiachaviCy) also buried. The name at the same time points to the national direction which the
emerging school will adopt’

22 The legitimacy of such a solution will be also indirectly confirmed by A. Pawlowski’s article
which points out that Belarus — just like the Ukraine, Georgia, Crimea, Courland, Livonia, and
Finland — split from Russia that was plunged in chaos. The journalist omits Belarus while list-
ing countries that attempted to constitute themselves following the dissolution of the empire; he
moreover indicates that “z odtaczonych i odtaczajacych sie ludow jedyna tylko Ukraina tej [i.e.
in Russia — M.G.-S.’s note] wspolnoty pragnie” (‘out of the separated and separating peoples, it
is only Ukraine that wants this union [i.e. with Russia — M.G.-S’s note]’) (Pawlowski, 1918, 45,
p- 1.

2 ‘willingly renounce their rights over the subject’
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the 16" century (e.g. the Jesuit colleges in Daugavpils, Mogilev, Mstislavl, Orsha)*, as
well as a declaration that from the times of the 1905-1906 revolution, “Zycie polskie
cudownie rozkwita, powstaja szkoty, zrzeszenia kulturalne i ekonomiczne™* (J. O.,
1919, 12, p. 8), which is possible also thanks to the involvement of the Belarusians:
“Element polski na kresach posiada silnego sprzymierzenca w katolickim odtamie
Biatorusinoéw, ktorzy cigzac ku nam wiara, obyczajem jezykiem, przy wyzszym
rozwoju kulturalnym, zlewaja si¢ w jedno z polskoscig” (J. O., 1919, 12, p. 8).
There will also be no shortage of the most current examples of the attractiveness
and strength of the Polish culture in the Belarusian lands. This perspective is offered
by Helena Romer-Ochenkowska’s article Szkofy polskie pod frontem [Polish Schools
Under the Front] (Romer-Ochenkowska, 1919, p. 5), in which the educational activist,
building the opposition Polish creation-Bolshevik destruction, presents, on the one
hand, the Belarusian boys’ attachment to the Polish culture, on the other, the creative
potential of the Poles connected to the Belarusian lands — during the German occupation
— despite the difficulties and the obstacles, the Polish community managed to found
5 schools?”. Ochenkowska’s piece clearly suggests that those establishments constituted

2 “Wicek szesnasty, zwlaszcza schylek jego, sta¢ si¢ miat dobg najpigkniejszego szkolnictwa nasze-
go i kultury na kresach wschodnich. Jednoczesnie z akademia wilenska powstaje w Potocku kole-
gium jezuickie z czasem rowniez na akademie przeksztatcone. [...] W zwigzku z uczelnig potocka
byty kolegia w Dynaburgu, Mohylowie, Mscistawiu, Orszy, Witebsku. [...] Liczne klasztory, po-
taczone stale ze Srednimi 1 nizszymi zaktadami naukowymi krzewily o§wiatg. Dos¢ wspomniec
o fundacjach wielkiego kanclerza Lwa Sapiehy, jezuitow w Orszy, bernardynéow w Mohylewie,
karmelitow w Biatyniczach, bazylianow w Czerci. Chodkiewiczowie osadzaja dominikanéw
w Szklowie, kanonikéw reg. W Bychowie, Hlebowicze bernardynéw w Dubrownie, Sangusz-
kowie dominikanow w Smolanach, w Witebsku Gosiewski funduje kolegium jezuickie, Kisiel
klasztor bazylianski, Chrapowicki bernardynow”. (‘The sixteenth century, its end especially, was
to become the period of our most beautiful education and culture in the Eastern Kresy. Simultane-
ously with the Vilnius Academy, in Ptock the Jesuit college was being founded, with time also
transformed into academies. ... Connected with the Potock university were the colleges in Dau-
gavpils, Mogilev, Mstislavl, Orsha, Vitebsk. ... Numerous monasteries, linked permanently with
middle and lower schools, propagated education. It is enough to mention the foundations of the
Grand Chancellor Lew Sapiceha, the Jesuits in Orsha, the Bernardines in Mogilev, the Carmelites
in Byalynichy, the Basilians in Czer¢. The Chodkiewicz family places the Dominicans in Shklow,
Canons Regular in Bykhaw, the Hlebowicz family places the Bernardines in Dubrowna, the San-
guszko family places the Dominicans in Smolany, Gosiewski funds a Jesuit college in Vitebsk,
Kisiel a Basilian monastery, Chrapowicki a Bernardine monastery’) (J. O., 1919, 12, p. 9).
‘Polish life blossoms wonderfully, founded are schools, cultural and economic associations’
‘The Polish element in the Kresy has a powerful ally in the Catholic faction of Belarusians, who,
gravitating towards us with faith, custom, language, at a higher cultural development, fuse with
Polishness’
27 Apart from Polish schools (which were the most numerous), there were also Lithuanian and Be-
larusian ones operating on the territories occupied by Germany. (Cf. Michaluk, 2010, p. 137;
Glogowska, 1996, p. 37).

25

26

Belarusian Studies 16/2022



Pobrane z czasopisma Studia Bia?orutenistyczne http://bialor utenistyka.umcs.pl
Data: 11/01/2026 10:54:56

20 Monika Gabrys-Stawirska

the heart of the community, united and taught patriotic engagement®. Importantly, this
was not an isolated initiative; in February the periodical informed: “przeszto 40 szkot
elementarnych polskich. Powotato je do zycia nowe ziemstwo lepelskie — wytacznie
z ziemian polskich zatozZone, [...]. W Bu¢kowszczynie Suszynskich powstalo w maju
1918-go seminarium dla nauczycieli ludowych, Polakow, wzorowo i niestrudzenie
prowadzone przez mtodociang p. Anielg Suszynska. W Leplu powotano do zycia
gimnazjum polskie, ktore przepetnione jeto si¢ rozwija¢ znakomicie”” (Kresowiec,
1919, 5, p. 2); in December the readers learnt about the opening of 60 schools in
the Pruzany powiat, “od 1-¢j do 5-ych klas” (“from the 1* to the 5" grades)*, for
which an appropriate pedagogical staff was managed to be obtained. The successful
development of the Polish education in the Belarusian lands confirmed the vitality of the
Polish culture’! but also attested to the close Polish-Belarusian relations®. Moreover,
it was in line with the programme of the development of White Rus’ delineated in the
pages of “Swiat”, which should be based — as the editors indicated in January 1919
— on education and the intensive introduction of culture (Fiedorowicz, 1919, 3, p. 3).
Thereby, the Belarusian question was once again written about taking into account the
Polish expectations and interests.

Of course, reports related directly to the current political situation could not be
missing from the pages of the periodical. It must be noted right away that, contrary to,

2 As if to confirm those words, the piece featured a picture of a serried group of children standing

in front of a school building.

‘more than 40 Polish elementary schools. They were called into being by the new Lyepyel zemstvo

— founded exclusively from Polish landed gentry, .... In the Suszynski family’s Bu¢kowszczyna,

a seminary for folk school teachers, Poles, was founded in May 1918, exemplarily and tirelessly

run by the young Ms. Aniela Suszynska. In Lyepyel, a Polish gimnazjum was called into being,

was filled up, and began to develop in an excellent manner’

Zakonczenie 3 miesigcznych kursow nauczycielskich w Pruzanie (Ziemi Grodzienskiej) [Conclu-

sion of 3-onth Teacher Courses in Pruzany {Grodno Lands}], (Swiat, 1919, 49, p. 9).

This conviction was so strong that under Mapa narodowosciowa ziem polskich [The National

Map of the Polish Lands] (19, p. 5), in reference to Pinszczyzna, the following comment appeared:

“Pinszczyzna, doprawdy mato zaludniona. Petna nieosuszonych blot i nie moggca rozwing¢ si¢

dotychczas wskutek biernoséci zywiotu biatoruskiego 1 wskutek fatalnej gospodarki urzednikow

rosyjskich, oczekuje obecnie na energi¢ i prace inzynieréw, rolnikow i pionierow kultury, aby
ten bagnisty kraj osuszy¢, zaludni¢ i urodzajng glebe nalezyta opieka otoczy¢” (‘Pinszczyzna is
sparsely populated indeed. Full of never desiccated marshlands and so far unable to develop, as

a result of the passivity of the Belarusian element and the disastrous management of the Russian

officials, it is now awaiting the energy and work of engineers, farmers, and pioneers of culture,

in order for this marshy land to be dried, populated, and for the fertile soil to be duly cared for”)

(S.D., 1919, 19, p. 5).

32 The author of the article Wrota Polski [Poland’s Gate] will write about this point-blank: “W lu-
dowych piesniach biatoruskich miejscowych mnostwo jest wzmianek o przyjazni biatorusko-
polskiej, zadzierzgnigtej osobliwie podczas wypraw ,,na Moskwe” (‘In Belarusian folk songs,
there are plenty of mentions of the Belarusian-Polish friendship, which began, strangely enough,
during the expedition “to Moscow”’) (Kresowiec, 1919, 5, p. 2).

29
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for example, “Tygodnik Ilustrowany”, “Swiat” did not decide to treat the the question
of the Belarusian landsas a separate topic requiring separate discussion. This issue
usually appeared as the context in statements concerning Vilnius and the Vilnius
question. For instance, in May 1919 in an article presenting the Lithuanian claims
to Vilnius and the Vilnius Region, one finds remarks about the national aspirations
of the Belarusians who — deprived of support in a particular cultural centre — may
lay claim to Vilnius (Dabrowski 1919, 18, p. 2). A lack of faith in the survival of the
independent Belarusian nation will come up in Jan Dabrowski’s article Problem granic
wschodnich [The Problem of the Eastern Borders] published in June (Dgbrowski,
1919, 24, p. 2). Comparing the Lithuanians and the Belarusians, as well as pointing
out that the Lithuanian aspirations have the chance to be fulfilled, the journalist negates
the possibility of a national agreement within the Belarusian community on the basis
of contrast: “znajdujemy tu brak uswiadomienia narodowego wyrazonego chociazby
w poczuciu swej odrebnosci, [...] Biatoru$ jako taka istnieje jedynie w pojeciach
etnografow, lecz nie w pojeciach ludu. Biatorusin z Grodzienszczyzny z Biatorusinem
z Mohilewszczyzny, nie sa polaczeni zadnym weztem poczucia wspdlnoty, za$
rozdzieleni — i bardzo powaznie — réznica wyznawanej religii”* (J. D., 1919, 24, p. 2).
According to the writer, an internal division rules out the possibility of creating an
independent country. Belarus will also appear in the two-part study Nad Wiljg [On
the Viliya] published in August 1919. In the first part of the extensive study devoted
to the Lithuanian question, there appeared remarks regarding the — impossible to
fulfil — Belarusian aspirations for creating “wielkiej niepodzielnej Biatorusi™*, in
a situation where “wciaz jeszcze jest [she — M.G.-S.] w rosyjskim reku™® (W. B.,
1919, 31, p. 2) and an ironic statement that the Belarusian applied art is so backward
that — protected by its own primordiality — it managed to avoid tackiness (W. B., 1919,
31, p. 4). The second part, being a voice in the discussion on the propositions for
Lithuania and Belarus formulated in Pitsudski’s proclamation of 22" April, provides
commentary on the Belarusian position. Referring to a conversation with Klaudiusz
Duz-Duszewski (representative of the Belarusian People's Republic), the journalist
first points to the Belarusians’ aversion to the idea of an agreement with Poland. Then,
he cites the Belarusian delegation’s position, formulated several weeks later, which
in a conversation with Pilsudski declared the commonality of interests with Poland
(W. B, 1919, 34, p. 3). The instability of views of the Belarusian side leads to the
conclusion that reaching an agreement with the Belarusians is impossible and it is
necessary to treat the Belarusian question as an issue waiting for its resolution to

33 ‘here we find a lack of national awareness expressed, for instance, in a sense of one’s separate-

ness, ... Belarus as such exists only in the concepts of ethnographers, but not in the concepts of
the people. A Belarusian from Grodzienszczyzna and a Belarusian from Mohilewszczyzna are
not united by any ties of a sense of community, whereas they are divided — and very seriously at
that — by the difference in their professed religion’

‘a great indivisible Belarus’

35 “[it— M.G.-S.’s note] is still in the hands of the Russians’
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come from Poland, since — as the journalist claims — it resembles “wosk, ktéry mozna

ksztattowac rozmaicie” (W. B., 1919, 34, p. 3).

Considering the content profiled in this manner, it is no wonder that the new
Belarusian authorities, treated by the editors as transitory and as such not included in
calculations and plans, were not given attention in the periodical. It can be said that
the editorial staff successfully avoids reporting any forms of Belarusian representation
— an excerpt from this rule will be the account of the seizure of Maladzyechna by the
Polish forces on 4% July 1919. The readers will then learn that, in the face of the defeat
sustained by the Bolsheviks who lost Vilnius, Lida (on 17" April), and Baranavichy to
Poland, a defence committee of the Lithuanian—Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic
was founded in Minsk and would begin mobilisation to the Red Army. However, the
piece will not include any information as to the members of the Bolshevik body, the
leaders of the adverse party, nor the numerical strength of the enemy. It is also on the
iconographic level that the editors will exhibit a moderation that is worth noting, by

deciding against publishing photographs of Belarusian politicians®’.

Instead, the periodical will offer its readers photographs and accounts concerning
the successes of the Polish army in the Belarusian lands. Including iconography in the
implemented strategy of writing about Belarus within the Polonocentric narrative whose
foundation was the emphasis of the cultural and civilisational patronage over Belarus, in
April “Swiat” will publish a series of photographs entitled Na Bialej Rusi [In the White
Rus’]. The four photographs taken after the seizure of Slonim and Baranavichy by the
Polish forces commanded by colonel Bolestaw Frej display — apart from the figures
of the depicted officers and soldiers — the significance of the Polish presence for the
Belarusian lands which were being liberated from the Bolshevik terror. What becomes
this added value, the interpretation suggested by the captions prepared by the editors, is
the restitution of law and order. For the readers not only get to know the military ranks
and first and last names of the persons immortalised in the photographs but also learn
that the commander of the Polish forces “wyrzucit bandy bolszewickie*, carried out an
inspection of the city like a good host, and met up with the Belarusian people’s delegation
(Na Biatej Rusi, 1919, 15, p. 7). The series of photographs composed in this way presents
the civilisational maturity of the Polish side. This impression will be reinforced by
a photoreport published two weeks later, in which photographs from the expedition to
Pinsk appear under the telling heading Nasi kresowi rycerze [Our Borderland Knights].

3¢ ‘wax which can be shaped whichever way’

37 Only towards the end of 1919 will the editorial staff decide to publish photographs from the
time of the Bolsheviks’ occupation of the Lithuanian Minsk. The photographs, printed under
the headline Z Zycia bolszewikow na froncie wschodnim (From The Life of Bolsheviks on the
Eastern Front), create the image of civilian authority marked with iniquity. This overall picture is
comprised of photographs of commissaries surrounded by lovers, married couples sharing power,
women zealously working for the secret police (Cheka), Bolshevik executioners murdering Polish

people for a suitable payment (Z zycia bolszewikow, 1919, 49, p. 5).
¥ <ousted the Bolshevik hordes’
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References to the knightly ethos solidified in the Polish culture leave no doubt about not
only the military but first of all the cultural advantage of the Poles on the grounds that
were being liberated*’, and consequently, the justice of including the Belarusian question
within the Polish discourse. The succeeding photographs, illustrating the presence of
Polish soldiers and commanders in the Belarusian lands, will confirm the vision thus
outlined, supplying it with further elements*.

A peculiar completion, and at the same time the crowning of the process of
building the image of the Polish borderland knight who brings culture and liberation
to the Belarusian lands, was to be found in issues 35 and 38 in which the editorial
staff included texts and photographs concerning the seizure of Minsk by the Polish
troops on 8" August 1919. The material published towards the end of August 1919
(issue 35) is especially interesting — it was then that “Swiat” printed four photographs
accompanied by the heading Generat Szeptycki w zdobytym Minsku [General Szeptycki
in the Conquered Minsk] on a single page together with a short note expressing the
moods of the moment. The news bulletin published on the occasion has a significant
power of persuasion — the photographs, accompanied by captions that are explanatory
and commentative, depict the Polish troops, impressive in their numerical force and
discipline, being enthusiastically welcomed by the “thum publicznos$ci™! thanking them
for the deliverance (Generat Szeptycki, 1919, 35, p. 6). Additionally, each photograph
is accompanied by a note indicating the religious context — the first depicts the square in
front of a cathedral, the temporal profile of the second is established by indicating that it
was taken on “dzien mszy dzigkczynnej w katedrze dn. 10 b.m.”** (Generat Szeptycki,
1919, 35, p. 6), in the case of the other two, we learn that they were taken after the
mass of thanksgiving. Emphasising the religious circumstances suggests that seizing
Minsk was a part of a bigger plan, a restoration of not only the social but also, one
may say, the natural order. The comment was written in a similar vein. For the readers

% This way of presenting the Polish troops in the Kresy will also reverberate in the note Kozacy
donscy w polskich szeregach [Don Cossacks in the Polish Ranks]. In it, the editors will quote the
words of the regiment that was moving to the Polish side, and which declared: “potrafimy broni¢
honoru, wolnosci swojego i polskiego narodu” (‘we can defend the honour, the freedom of our
and of the Polish nation’). Recalling the motto of serving the honour and the motherland brings
the image of the Borderland knights_up to date.

40 The editorial staff will eagerly publish photographs depicting Polish soldiers participating in

masses held in the open air (e.g. 19, p. 4; 25, p. 6), participating in parades, marches, and displays

that were indicative of strength, discipline, and skills (e.g. 20, p. 5-6; 25, p. 6; 33, p. 8), being
enthusiastically welcomed by their fellow countrymen (22, p. 6), celebrating important anniver-

saries (e.g. 33, p. 9), being represented by admired and esteemed commanders (e.g. 26, p. 9;

38, p. 9). The editors will carefully avoid naturalistic shots of the fighting — once the periodical

decides to run a photoreport from the Eastern front, it will present the readers with photographs

of the commanders, the feasting soldiers, the supply of provisions by way of the river, as well as

with picturesque vistas of Brest-Litovsk, Pinsk, and the surrounding areas. (C.f. 26, p. 4-5).

‘huge audience’

4 ‘the day of the mass of thanksgiving on the 10" day of this month’

41
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learn that: “Ludnos$¢ polska, biatoruska i zydowska powitata nasze wojska owacyjnie.
Gen Szeptycki [...] obwiescit ludnos$ci, ze od chwili wstapienia wojsk polskich do
tego miasta nasta¢ muszg czasy poszanowania prawa i sprawiedliwosci. [...] Obecnie
w Minsku ptynie zycie tozyskiem prawie normalnym”* (Generat Szeptycki, 1919, 35,
p. 6). The Bolshevik savagery was replaced by culture and civilisation restored along
with the arrival of the Polish troops*. Once again, a story about Belaruswas pushed
aside, and its place was taken by an account of the Polish power and cultural maturity.

In issue 40, of 5" October 1918, “Swiat” reported: “Dwa ostre prady zarysowaty
si¢ w ideowej polityce polskiej w stosunku do ziem wschodnich: aktywisci pragnat
ekspansjipolskiejna Biatorus, pasywisci to odradzaja. Za wyrzeczeniem si¢ przemowity
pisma: krakowski «Gtos Narodu», «Dziennik Poznanski» i «Kurier Warszawski»”+
(Najwazniejsze, 1918, 40, p. 7). While reporting the ideological dispute pertaining
to Belarusian lands, the editorial staff of the weekly decided not to define their own

4 “The Polish, Belarusian, and Jewish people welcomed our troops enthusiastically. General Szep-
tycki ... proclaimed to the people that the moment of the entry of the Polish troops into the city
must mark the beginning of a period of respect for the law and for justice. ... Currently, life in
Minsk runs in a channel that is nearly normal’.

Three weeks later, in issue 38, the editorial staff will revisit the topic of the seizure of Minsk. This
time, the periodical will provide more details pertaining to the operation itself and the subsequent
activities of the Polish forces. Although the aim of the article was not only to remind the readers
about the victory that had taken place in August but also to outline the perspective of further suc-
cesses, the presented material was not lacking in information on the mass of thanksgiving said on 17
August 1919 (a photograph with the caption “Thumy ludnosci polskiej przystuchuja siec mszy swictej
dzigkczynnej, odprawionej przez biskupa minskiego, Zygmunta, na placu katedralnym w Minsku”
[‘Crowds of Polish people listen to the mass of thanksgiving said by the bishop of Minsk, Zygmunt, in
the square in front of the cathedral in Minsk’] and the description within the piece), on the Bolshevik
violence now replaced by the Polish order (“ludno$¢ dawniej rozmyslnie przez bolszewikow straszona
dzi$ przekonana do naszego polskiego zotierza” [ ‘the people once purposely intimidated by the Bol-
sheviks, now have taken to our Polish soldier’]), on the joy of the people who “ze zami w oczach,
z serca plynacymi okrzykami i kwiatami witata i oddawata cze$¢ polskim bojownikom” (‘with tears in
their eyes, among cries that came from the very heart, and carrying flowers, welcomed and honoured
the Polish combatants”) (W zdobytym Minsku, 1919, 38, p. 11). The editorial staff, while emphasising
“bezmiernie diugie i tak bolesne wyczekiwanie na t¢ radosnag chwilg wyzwolenia, ktore wlasnie armia
polska [...] przyniosta” (‘the immeasurably long and very painful anticipation of this joyful moment
of liberation which was just brought by the Polish army’) (W zdobytym Minsku, 1919, 38, p. 11), once
more ignores the Belarusian question and chooses the Polonocentric perspective.

“Two sharp currents appeared in the Polish ideological politics in regard to the Eastern lands: the
activists want the Polish expansion to Belarus, the passivists advise against it. The following pe-
riodicals expressed themselves in favour of the renouncement: the Krakow-based «Gtos Narodu»
(“Voice of the Nation”), «Dziennik Poznanski» (“The Poznan Daily”), and «Kurier Warszawski»
(“The Warsaw Courier”).’

44
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position expressis verbis. However, the analysis of the materials published in the
periodical indicates that the Warsaw-based weekly was closer to the solutions of the
activists. While not making an explicit declaration, the Warsaw-based weekly decided
to work out a strategy based on placing the Belarusian question within the Polish
discourse — to emphasise the Poles’ cultural maturity, whose confirmation was, on the
one hand, the development of the Polish education and culture in the Belarusian lands,
and, on the other, the activity of the Polish soldiers bringing to a stop to the wave of
Bolshevik destruction, allowed the editors to push the fate of the Belarusian lands into
the background without the need to provide it with unambiguous commentary.
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